Source of material Na 0.14Sr0.86Ge was synthesized from a mixture of pure elements at stoichiometric amounts via direct heating in argon atmosphere up to 1173 K for 50 h. After cooling down with a rate of 25 K/h, the product was obtained as black layered crystals with metallic lustre.
Discussion
Na 0.14Sr0.86Ge crystallizes with the a-TlI structure type (also known as CrB type) similar to other MGe (M = Ca, Sr, Ba ) compounds [1] [2] [3] . The Zintl anion is a one-dimensional planar chain in all-trans conformation (d(Ge-Ge) = 2.602(3) Å; ÐGe-Ge-Ge = 104.8(1)°). Na 0.14Sr0.86Ge can be formulated as (Na [4] [5] [6] . Unlike MGe compounds, every germanium atom has a formal charge of q = -1.86 which is reasonable in the case of a polyethylene-like chain [7] . SrGe is also a suitable case in investigating charge acquisition tendency of planar chain anions by doping mono-valent alkaline cations. The exchange of Sr for Na withdraws electrons from the bond system leading to significant changes in bond distances, angles and lattice parameters of the unit cell. 
